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Coming Events:

Farming for the Future 2016
When: Tuesday 8th March
Where: Carterton Events Centre, 50 Holloway Street, Carterton
Time: 8 - 4.30pm

 
This is our third year of delivering information to the farming community to inform their decision making with
regards to good environmental management of their farming asset and our local resources. This year we
are working with the Mangaterere Restoration Society (MRS - Carterton) and our funding partners
Rabobank, Beef & Lamb NZ, Perception Planning and Greater Wellington Regional Council to present a
range of high calibre speakers. 
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2015 Seminar, The Wine Centre, Martinborough

 
If environment matters to you, check out the link and come and join us…….you can register and pay on line
or in person on the day: http://www.farmingforthefuture.org.nz/

After Five Events – You are welcome to join us!

Martinborough Karearea/NZ Bush Falcon Project 
 
When: Friday 12 February 2016
Where:  Meet at the end of Weld St Martinborough, farthest from Jellicoe St.  Park on the wide grass verge
to the right just before the vineyard gate i.e. where you can see the “Clouston Vineyard” sign.  Look for the
SWBG flags. Followed by a beer and/or dinner at the Thai restaurant (or similar) afterwards.
Time: 5.30 sharp
What to bring: Suitable footwear, money for drink/dinner and your questions 

 
Probably less than an even chance of seeing a falcon as they are growing up fast and exploring a greater
range, so more a chat about the project at the location of the falcons’ artificial nest. Jane Lenting, the
project leader, will be hosting us for the evening so this is your chance to find out all there is to know about
these precious native icons and their reintroduction into our local landscape

 
 
See www.facebook.com/BushFalcon/ for more information and some amazing photos by wildlife
photographer Pete Monk.

RSVP: Jane - janelenting@xtra.co.nz or 021 02578799. Children are welcome under supervision but no
dogs please. 
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Daleton Farm Ramble

When: Thursday 10th March 2016
Where: Park at Highway Cottage, 2765 State Highway 2, South Carterton (look for the SWBG
flags). Followed by tea at either Buckhorn Bar & Grill, or Istanbul or Indian Restaurant in Carterton
Time: 5.30pm sharp
What to bring: Suitable footwear, money for dinner and your questions
 
We will investigate the Daleton Farm Wetland Project which is a community project in partnership with
Carterton District Council and Greater Wellington Regional Council. Additionally we will check out the new
Carterton water treatment plant adjacent to the site.

 
Carterton school teacher and pupil                                                                        School pupils planting 2200 natives on the edges of the Daleton Farm wetland

The wetlands project aims to show sustainability in action, create research opportunities and demonstrate
community ownership. Located in the low-lying corner of the Daleton Farm property, the project will raise
public awareness of the environmental benefits of wetlands including improved water quality, moderated
stream flow in the catchment and improved habitat for native species.

RSVP: Heather - swbg@hotmail.co.nz or 027 3035334 Children are welcome under supervision but no
dogs please.
 

Update from SWBG:
With the beginning of 2016 upon us already, it seemed like a great time to give you an update on what the
South Wairarapa Biodiversity Group are doing in our backyard with you…………

Okourewa Lagoon, Lake Ferry:
We have enjoyed a 3 year relationship with our partners Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC-
funders) and Department of Conservation (DOC - owners) which has seen a total of around 1200 eco-
sourced native plants revegetate the area behind the lagoon, under the cliffs. Eco sourced means plant
varieties that are naturally indigenous (present) to our area, grown from Wairarapa sourced seed. . We
have even successfully collected seed from the established plants and grown them to planting out stage
where they are now back with their parent plants and doing well.

  



  
Okorewa Lagoon                                                                                     Water and macro invertebrate sampling 2014

Despite some challenges with the dynamic conditions the plants experience there (changing water levels,
salt winds, driving winds and the like) we have enjoyed a very acceptable success rate. At the recent
release spraying a few weeks ago attendees noted about a 90% tree survival rate in last year’s planting
which was pleasing.

Some baseline water testing and sampling of macro-invertebrates has been undertaken which indicate that
the lagoon is not a healthy environment.  We anticipate continuing some additional water measurements as
funds allow.

Thank you to all of those people who have assisted with the work to date including the Lake Ferry
Ratepayers and Residents Association, Pirinoa School, the Tipoki family (Lake Ferry Hotel, Motor camp),
the local community and of course out SWBG members and Friends.
We will continue to work with our partners and locals to enhance and restore the lagoon to better health and
have been fortunate to secure an additional $19,000 over 3 years (from GWRC) to undertake additional
planting of  trees and riparian ground cover plants  which will extend further the revegetated area.  This
covers remaining planting so that it is all round the lagoon and also an allowance for proposed
infrastructure in the area, should it be needed and feasible.

In the longer term it would be great to have some interpretation panels down there to better explain the
value of our native biodiversity and we have been considering the addition of a bird viewing shelter also.
The Lake Ferry area is iconic in our region and we consider it a great opportunity to communicate the
importance of native biodiversity to visitors and locals alike.

Lake Ferry Riparian Strip
Planting was completed along the margin of the South Wairarapa District Council (SWDC) reserve two
years ago with an additional 200 gap filling plants going in last winter.  There is no immediate intention to do
more at this stage. There has been some erosion and subsequent loss of plants at the north (camping
ground) end of the reserve which is disappointing but not altogether surprising.



Grey Water Treatment Area, Lake Ferry
This is the area where the SWDC grey water dispersal fields are situated above the Lake Ferry settlement. Three
years ago we gained permission (and financial support from SWDC) to plant the gully adjacent to these fields in
native wetland plants. This has been done in two stages with both being highly successful in terms of plant survival
and growth – it is amazing what can be achieved in a short time when everything is well resourced and
supported.With the help of the community and Andrew Marshall (spray contractor). we completed the planting in
winter 2015 and at that time left space for a walking track through the planting. 

  
July 2012                                                                                                                 February 2014

The Wairarapa Moana Recreation Committee (as part of their Fresh Start for Fresh Water funding) have a plan to
develop a look out above the lagoon in the next couple of years so we felt it was a great opportunity to add some
value to that initiative, showcase the value of wetlands as nutrient filters and create a great walking opportunity for
the general public sometime down the track. We are in the process of getting this track underway and look forward
to sharing it with you once completed.
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Report:

SWBG Christmas Celebration Friday 4th December 2015
Around 35 people joined us to celebrate the development of Jane and Victor Lenting’s Martinborough home
and property since purchase in 2011 – many of the attendees were their neighbours of whom we got
another 4 members (welcome to you)! Jane showed us around the property and shared the development
and frustrations along the way – then we all kicked back and relaxed in their lovely home and outdoor
spaces.



spaces.

 

We had a lovely shared meal and the company was excellent and we were even treated to a ‘fly by’ by last
year’s two Karearea/NZ bush falcon (Honour and Pari) – very appropriate since Management team
member Jane Lenting leads this project!

Thanks Jane and Victor for having us and thanks to all of you for joining us for a great evening

Join
Please share this newsletter with anyone that may be interested by clicking the 'forward to a friend' link at
the bottom of this page.  Join as a member ($10 per person annually) or join as a friend.  It's made easier
by having our bank details on the membership form for direct crediting - just remember to add your name
as a 'reference'. Click here for the membership form:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8rk61ramxhoks0u/SWBG%20Membership%20Form.pdf?dl=0
 

 
Management Team Members  

Heather Atkinson, President.

Ph: 027 3035334

Email: swbg@hotmail.co.nz

Perry Cameron, Secretary

Ph: 06 308 6938

Email: pcameron@actrix.co.nz

Roger Gaskell, Treasurer

Ph: 06 306 9075

Email: roger@kotinga.co.nz

Diane Buckley

Email: whatarangi.buckley@xtra.co.nz

Jane Lenting

Ph: 06 306 9019

Email: janelenting@xtra.co.nz

Jim O'Malley

Ph: 021 821 9216

Email: omalleyjim70@yahoo.com

Copyright © 2014. South Wairarapa Biodiversity Group. All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
swbg@hotmail.co.nz

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 
 

http://weebly.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&id=3e4706db33&e=288318d5e8
tel:06%20308%206938
tel:06%20306%209075
tel:06%20306%209019
http://weebly.us7.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&id=6be8f1ba4c&e=288318d5e8&c=7125cedbfe
http://weebly.us7.list-manage2.com/profile?u=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&id=6be8f1ba4c&e=288318d5e8


This email was sent to amy@perceptionplanning.co.nz 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

South Wairarapa Biodiversity Group · c/- 11 Churchill Crescent · Featherston · South Wairarapa, 5710 · New Zealand 

mailto:amy@perceptionplanning.co.nz
http://weebly.us7.list-manage.com/about?u=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&id=6be8f1ba4c&e=288318d5e8&c=7125cedbfe
http://weebly.us7.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&id=6be8f1ba4c&e=288318d5e8&c=7125cedbfe
http://weebly.us7.list-manage2.com/profile?u=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&id=6be8f1ba4c&e=288318d5e8
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=a43d6bca08b2b45687aeec606&afl=1

